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A NEW HEART AND A NEW SPIRIT FOR A NEW YEAR 
 

“Therefore, I will judge each of you, O people of Israel, according to your actions, says the Sovereign LORD. 
Repent, and turn from your sins. Don’t let them destroy you! 31 Put all your rebellion behind you, and find 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die O people of Israel? 32 I don’t want you to 
die, says the Sovereign LORD. Turn back and live!”, Ezekiel 18:30-32 (NLT) 
 
What a wonderful thing it is to be able to receive new opportunities from God, renewed grace to conduct ourselves and 
to make the right decisions in a new year! 
 
We find in Scripture lots of stories about new beginnings and God’s renewed calling to us for service and ministry in 
God’s Kingdom. 
 
Jonah was called by God to proclaim a message to evil Nineveh. The lives of 120,000 people depended on the prophet’s 
ability to hear and obey without questioning God’s call and the moving of the Spirit. In place of obeying, Jonah decided 
to take his own course and that wrong decision had consequences: a fierce storm that put in harm’s way the ship and 
crew. And God’s incredible grace made it possible for the sailors to understand who was responsible for all of this mess. 
The prophet had difficulty accepting God’s purpose, but the sailors were open to hear and understand God’s revealing 
ways! Isn’t that awesome? The ones who are supposed to hear and understand God are blind and deaf, while the 
“heathen” are receptive and obedient! 
 
So the unfaithful Jonah is thrown to the seas and “a big fish” swallowed him. Often times we find ourselves living like we 
are in a dark womb, not seeing, not understanding what is going on! And from inside that closed and unhealthy 
environment, Jonah cries out to the Lord just to be spat out to a beach and given a new opportunity to follow, to lead, to 
say “Yes”, to do what he was supposed to do. God’s grace and mercy working a new thing! 
 
Repentance and turning back to God’s purpose is always an open door for us, and praise God for that. Not just for 
Jonah… even for the wicked people of Nineveh. “When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to 
their evil ways, he changed his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened”, Jonah 3:10. At the end 
of this story, God revealed God’s self through a real life parable. Jonah got mad because he feels like God has fooled him 
and his prophetic proclamation to Nineveh was a loss of time and energy. He knew it! “Didn’t I say before I left home 
that you would do this, LORD? That is why I ran away to Tarshish! I knew that you are a merciful and compassionate 
God, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. You are eager to turn back from destroying people” (4:2). He 
finds no meaning in life or ministry and wants to die and God responds to that with a new story. God arranged for “a 



leafy plant” to grow there, shading Jonah from the sun. This eased his discomfort, and Jonah was grateful for the plant. 
But God also arranged for a worm! The next morning the worm ate through the stem of the plant so that it withered 
away. And as the sun grew hot, God arranged for a scorching wind to blow on Jonah. The sun beat down on his head 
until he grew faint and wished to die. Then God said, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put it 
there… but Nineveh (put the name of your city) has more than 120,000 people living in spiritual darkness. Shouldn’t I 
feel sorry for such a great city?” (4:10-11). 
 
Our God is awesome, always offering the opportunity for new beginnings to his children, and more specifically, for His 
servants. Also prophet Micah celebrated God’s mercy and grace: 
 
“Where is another God like you, who pardons the guilt of the remnant, overlooking the sins of his special people? You 
will not stay angry with your people forever, because you delight in showing unfailing love. Once again you will have 
compassion on us. You will trample our sins under your feet and throw them into the depths of the ocean! You will 
show us your faithfulness and unfailing love as you promised to our ancestors Abraham and Jacob long ago”, Micah 
7:18-20 
 
A new year is a new chance for God’s mercy and grace to continue pouring on us. It is like receiving anew God’s calling 
to fulfill our ministry and to be in line with His purpose for us and through us. It is a demonstration of God’s unfailing 
love and mercy for us, a provocative love and mercy that is expecting changes, transformation and renewal from us. 
Sometimes it requires tearing down some things that has proven to be unsuccessful and to be able to adopt some new 
things in order to re-route.  God calls his people though the prophet Ezekiel to turn to Him given the love and mercy He 
has shown Israel throughout all of its history. Our God is the God of Life. God’s will is not the death of the people He has 
called, but to try again, to start it all over again, to do the mission differently, prayerfully, discerning God’s purpose. 
 
God’s love and mercy is waiting for faithfulness, fruitfulness and obedience in return. Let us hear again God’s calling to 
“con-version” (turning to). God is calling to repentance from our old and selfish ways, our wrong decisions and 
preferring our own course of action over God’s. A new year is God’s opportunity to get clothed with a new heart and a 
new spirit (the Holy Spirit!). God does not want any of us or any of our churches to die. God wants us to live and to bear 
abundant fruits! 
 
“Therefore, I will judge each of you, O people of Israel, according to your actions, says the Sovereign LORD. Repent, and 
turn from your sins. Don’t let them destroy you! Put all your rebellion behind you, and find yourselves a new heart and 
a new spirit. For why should you die O people of Israel? I don’t want you to die, says the Sovereign LORD. Turn back 
and live!” Ezekiel 18:30-32 
 
Or in the words of prophet Jeremiah: “The faithful love of the LORD never ends! His mercies never cease. Great is his 
faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning”, Lamentations 3:22-23 
 
Happy New Year 2012 to the SW District! Seize the new opportunity God is giving us to continue bringing people to His 
Kingdom! 
 
In God’s amazing grace, 
 

Rini 
Rev. Dr. Rinaldo (Rini) Hernandez 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
CALENDAR OF REPORTS DUE for 2012 

is now on the Conference website!! 
Scroll to the bottom of the Conference website (www.flumc.org) and select 

“2012 Reports Due” under „FORMS & REPORTS”. 

http://www.flumc.org/


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

CHURCH AND PASTOR PROFILES 
NOW IS THE TIME TO UPDATE YOUR CHURCH PROFILE AND PASTOR PROFILE ONLINE.  The church 
and pastor profiles are to be reviewed and updated annually by all churches and all clergy in the Florida 
Conference. Church Profiles are reviewed and updated by SPR Committees. Pastor Profiles are personally 
reviewed and updated by the pastor. Profiles are on-line and should be completed no later than January 
31st.  Though you may not anticipate a move, it is important that both the pastor and church profile be current 
and up to date by the appointment–making session of the Cabinet.   These should be an honest reflection of 
the pastoral ministry and the profile of the church.  Look for the link to the profiles under FORMS & REPORTS 
on the bottom of home page of the Florida Conference Website www.flumc.org. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

January 28, 2012 
Grace UMC-Cape Coral 

9:30am – 2:30pm 
 

An opportunity for ALL Local Church Laity  ... especially newly elected leaders and committee 
members for 2012.  Clergy are encouraged to attend this event with their laity. 
  
Participants will have the opportunity to attend TWO sessions from various topics and leaders.  
Preference is for everyone to register online.  Must register one person at a time.  The cost of the 
event will be $5.00 at the door (for lunch) – checks or cash only.   
 
Some of the sessions offered this year: 
Building Effective Leaders     Finance 201 
Finance 101       Radical Hospitality 
UM Children’s Home      SPR Committee Session 
Safety & Security in Our Worship Facilities   Over 50 Ministry 
Lay Servant Ministry      Prison Ministry 
Trustees Session      Worship Design that Connects 
Child/Youth Protection     Laity Role in the Local Church 

 
Registration information is now available online at www.flumc.org.  Select “DISTRICTS” on the 
left side of the homepage.  Select “South West” in the District section.  Select “SW District 
Leadership Training” on the right. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
Apportionment payments for 2011 must be received either at the Conference office or in the lockbox at 
Regions Bank by January 13th 2012.  This is not a postmarked by date, but is the last day by which monies 
must be received in the Conference or our bank lockbox to be included in 2011 apportionments receipts.  Any 
payments received after that date will be applied to 2012 apportionments.  Any payments received between 
January 1 and January 13th must be clearly marked as to which year they are to be applied. 
 
All apportionment payments should be accompanied by a completed Remittance Report. 
 

http://www.flumc.org/
http://www.flumc.org/


The Remittance Report is located on our website at www.flumc.org: 

 Click on the “Administration” tab 

 Select “Financial Services” from the list 

 Click on “2011 Apportionment Giving Report Forms” 

 Select one of the two versions of the Giving Report listed at the bottom of the page 
 
Complete the Remittance Form with the following information: 

 Church Name 

 GCFA Number 

 Preparer contact information  

 Allocation amounts for each fund 
 
Any amounts due for Ministry Protection and Health and Benefits at the end of the year will continue to show 
as outstanding on your statement in 2012.  To ensure proper processing of these payments and avoid errors 
payments should contain the following information on the check, check stub or statement: 

 Church Name 

 GCFA Number 

 Invoice Number (include all letters and any 0’s) 

 Allocation amounts for each invoice 
 
Also take note of the billing address for each of these types of payments.  The last 4 numbers after the zip 
code are different for each and very important to include to ensure your payment is processed properly. 
 
To be included in the Florida Annual Conference “Report of 100% Churches”, 100% of 2011 apportionments 
must be received by January 13, 2012. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><< 

 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 

 
Happy New Year everyone.  As we go into the new year, it seems like we, as youth leaders, have a lot of work to do.  If 
the Father decides it’s not yet time for the Son to return, then we have young people to shepherd and disciple.  A new 
generation to share our faith with.  (Yes, I know that sentence is not grammatically correct, but it’s the way I speak.)  If 
this IS the year that the Good Lord is returning, we still have young people to shepherd and disciple.  I honestly don’t 
know which possibility is more daunting.  I know which one I would prefer though, the latter.  So, my New Year’s 
resolution is to reach out to my youth as if this IS the year the Lord is coming back for us!!  How about you? 
 
Some upcoming events of interest: 
1. The “Life Happens” district wide lock-in is March 10-11 at First UMC Naples. A planning meeting is scheduled for 

Saturday, January 7 at noon at First UMC-Naples. Bring a couple of your student leaders for input into the 
planning of the schedule, worship, service, etc. We will chip in for pizza for lunch.  

2. The Youth Leader Sabbatical at Warren W. Willis UM Camp is January 19-21. The cost is $120. Contact Joel 
Pancoast at 352-787-4345 for details or to register.  

3. The April Fools Day Great Youth Leader Switcheroo is on. If you are interested in swapping group’s let me know 
and I will put you on the list. 

4. Dare to G.R.O.W. is the 4th annual Student Leadership Conference developed and produced by the Conference 
Connection on Youth Ministries (CCYM). This year it is happening at Warren W Willis Camp, February 17-19. 
2012. At $95/person for our current registration cycle, (that includes everything!) this is too good a deal to miss! 
For more information or to register, go to the Ministries with Young People website (www.flumc-mwyp.org) and 
click on "youth", or email Kelly Minter (kminter@flumc.org). 

 
A quick reminder: 

http://www.flumc.org/
http://www.flumc-mwyp.org/
mailto:kminter@flumc.org


The conference has made the SPR Committee responsible for your church’s Child Protection policy creation, 
implementation, and staff training.  Many youth leaders have been given the task as the SPR designate since we actually 
work with the children and the policy on a daily basis.  Your church’s annual Child Protection Policy training for 2012 is 
due and the updated policy sent to the district office by March 31st.  If anyone has questions, feel free to contact me.  I 
may not know the answer, but I know the people to ask. 
 

Contact info:  Mike Edwards, FLUMC SW District Youth Coordinator 
Director of Youth, Children, and Family Ministries at Christ United Methodist Church, Lehigh Acres, FL. 33936 - 
239-369-1433 or youth@christumclehigh.org 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

Thursday, Friday, Monday January 5th, 6th, 8th  from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  ---  FREE BIBLE STUDIES, CHILDREN’S 
AND YOUTH STUDIES AND BOOKS AVAILABLE AT TRINITY UMC SARASOTA…. 
We are renovating the room where our library was…we are getting rid of a lot of materials used in the past 
here…some of it is very good…  We are getting ready for our Annual Rummage Sale and these items will go in 
the sale unless… 

Anyone in our district churches (or anywhere) would like to come and look at the materials.  They are 
all organized very neatly and in our “book hall”…thanks to Taggart Smith – our fantastic book organizer….. 
If you can use them…they are free to you….or you are welcome to make a donation to our sale in which all 
proceeds are used for outreach and mission – however this is not necessary…we just want the materials used 
where needed. 

This “Free” time will be Thursday, Friday, Monday January 5th, 6th, 8th  from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Come to 
the church office and they will take you to the book hall…..no need to call ahead but if you need directions to 
our church…call 924-7756 or visit our web site at www.iTrinity.org.   
Here are some of the titles available: 
Adult Studies with media:  
 Revealed (video & CD) 
 Purpose Driven Life/Church (CD) 
 30 Days of Renewal 
 40 Days of Purpose 
 The Jesus I Never Knew (VHS) 
 The Body (Colson) (VHS) 
 Experiencing God (VHS) 
 Marriage Series by G. Smalley (Books/CD) 
Children’s Media/books 
 Animated Stories of the Bible – Prophets (VHS) 
     “              “            “         New Testament (VHS) with activity books 
 The Great Adventure: Stories from the Bible (VHS & Books) 
 Pre-school/Early Elementary book sets/Teacher’s Guides 
Young Adult/Teen book sets (Abingdon Press) 
Lenten/Advent Studies (James Moore, Harnish, Kalas) 
Journey Through the Bible series 
Bible Reference books/atlas/people 
 

 

mailto:youth@christumclehigh.org
http://www.itrinity.org/


January 14, 2012:  Faith Church-Ft. Myers is having a concert honoring veterans from WWII through currently 
serving military personnel.  Re-Creation will be providing the entertainment and presenting a “USO” style 
show.  They are the premiere group for entertaining veterans in our nation’s VA Hospitals; performing over 
150 concerts annually.  You can learn more about Re-Creation at www.re-creationusa.com. We would love to 
have your congregation join us for a night of honoring the men and women who have given us the freedoms 
we enjoy today.  We will not be celebrating war or making any political statements – just showing our 
gratitude for our men and women in uniform.  We will especially be honoring WWII veterans and will have 
special prizes for 3 lucky WWII vets! Hope to see you there! **Special 2 CD set of World War II Radio 
Broadcasts and Music will be available at the concert for only $5 – supplies are limited ** 
Faith UMC, 15690 McGregor Blvd, Ft. Myers --Time: 7:00pm.  Tickets: $5 in advance/ $7 at the door (Checks or 
Cash Only Please).  Children under 12 Free.  Please contact the church with any questions at 239-482-2030 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

Florida Advocacy Days at Children’s Week in Tallahassee -Jan 30-31st,2012 
Children and families in need will be the focus of Florida Advocacy Days (FAD) this year (2012). On Monday, Jan 

30th, we will learn about important legislative issues regarding the impoverished.  On Tuesday, Jan 31st, Bishop Whitaker 
will lead us on a march to the Capitol to meet with our representatives to discuss our position for support.  

The Florida Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church and the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
11th Episcopal District, along with Florida Impact, will provide resources and training to prepare you to meet with your 
state representatives. Please pray about your participation. Our children and families in need, NEED you to ‘Show Up 2 
Speak Out!’ for them.  

Registration is only $50. On-line Registration is appreciated. http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3692 
For more information, please contact Tammy Fisher, Project Coordinator, at tfisher@flumc.org or 407-620-9514.  

 
UNITED METHODIST VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION - TEAM LEADER TRAINING 
Jan. 21, 2012 - 9:00am – 4:00pm - First UMC Baldwin – 51 Chestnut St. S – Baldwin, FL  
Feb. 4, 2012 - 9:00am – 4:00pm - First UMC Lakeland - 72 Lake Morton Dr. - Lakeland, FL 
Are you interested in leading a mission team from your church? Do you want to lead a team to Haiti when long-term 
recovery efforts begin? UMVIM Team Leader Training prepares volunteers to lead Volunteer in Mission teams to 
projects in the United States and around the world. You will learn the "ins and outs" of organizing a mission trip from 
recruiting the team, to picking the location, getting support, staying safe, planning the work and much, much 
more.  You'll also enjoy a wonderful time of fellowship with other “mission-minded” folks.  Not sure if you’re ready to 
lead a team?  Come and learn what it takes  – you’ll be well  informed and a better team member! Cost is $40 per 
person. Participants receive a Team Leader Manual and lunch is included.  Please register online at: 
www.flumc.org/UMVIM.  For more information, please contact Pam Garrison (800) 282-8011 x 148 or by email 
pgarrison@flumc.org 
 

12TH ANNUAL FL 5 DAY ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
Sunday, March 11- Friday, March 16 at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park 
The Academy for Spiritual Formation is... 

 A time to fill the deep spiritual hunger that characterizes many lives; 
 An opportunity for intentional spiritual growth in a disciplined, accepting community; 
 A place where community silence enhances personal prayer and reflection; 
 A time of spiritual renewal and discovery through academic presentation, personal reflections, and community 

sharing; 
 A sharing of spiritual growth in covenant groups; 

http://www.re-creationusa.com/
http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3692
mailto:tfisher@flumc.org
http://www.flumc.org/UMVIM
mailto:pgarrison@flumc.org


 A time for healing to continue; 
 For both clergy and laity. 

Our faculty is Dr. Roberta Bondi from Candler School of Theology and Dr. William Thiele, founder of The School of 
Contemplative Living, New Orleans. Our theme is Come to the Water. 
Registration will be Sunday, March 11, 2012 from 4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Orientation and dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
The week will conclude on Friday following the Eucharist at noon, with lunch. For complete information and a brochure 
about this event click here. 
 

CLERGY KIDS AND FAMILIES RETREAT 
Registration is now open for the Clergy Kids and Families Retreat at Warren Willis Camp! The retreat is January 27-29, 
2012 at Warren Willis Camp in Fruitland Park, FL. Children and Youth in 4th-12th grade can be left in the capable hands 
of the camp staff for the weekend. Children in 3rd grade and younger can participate in the Family Retreat along with a 
parent. We hope you'll join us for a memorable weekend with other clergy families! Scholarships are available. 
Visit the Warren Willis Camp website to learn more, register, and get information about scholarships: 
www.warrenwilliscamp.org/page.asp. If you have questions, you can also contact Joel Pancoast in the Camp office at 
352.787.4345. 
 

Registration Open for R-10 and Counting 2012 
Registration is now open for R-10 and Counting, the Foundation’s popular pre-retirement seminar for clergy and 

spouses. The event will be held Feb. 1-3, 2012 at the Radisson Resort Orlando-Celebration, 2900 Parkway Blvd., 
Kissimmee. The hotel is accessible from I-4 Exit 64A. It is 1.5 miles from the Walt Disney World Resort and virtually 
across the street from the town of Celebration.  

The 2012 version of R-10 and Counting will focus on how to plan for and finance a retirement, and covers such 
topics as pensions and benefits, living arrangements, relationships and wellness. Fees are $175 per couple and $125 for 
single participants. Fees cover accommodations for two nights, four meals and workshop materials. A scholarship to 
help offset conference fees is provided automatically to all participants by the Preacher’s Relief Board. 

As in previous years, a representative of the General Board of Pensions and Health Benefits will be on hand to 
meet privately with attendees regarding their pension benefits. 

More information and online registration is available on the Foundation web site, www.fumf.org, or by calling 
the Foundation toll free at (866) 363-9673. Deadline for conference and room registration is Jan. 2, 2012. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Don’t forget to go to flumc.org for your invoicing on health 

insurance, pension, workman’s compensation and 
property/casualty every month.  Look at the bottom right of the 

site that says: BILLING INFORMATION Monthly Reports 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

      HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 
 Used Computer and Musical Instruments Wanted:  El Shaddai Mission-Ft. Myers is looking for a used 

computer for members to used for filling out job applications and to view emails.  They are also looking for any 
musical instruments to use in their Saturday music lessons.  Please contact Pastor Max Pierre at 

max.pierre@flumc.org with any donations or questions. 
 

 Chris Jackson, former Executive Director of the Grace Community Center with Grace 

Church is offering UMC churches in the SW District a free service.  He will document with 

step by step accuracy, the procedures needed to turn on your sound and audio system. “It may 

sound like a simple task, until an unexpected absence or tardiness shifts the task to someone who 

is not familiar with the process” Jackson says.  Jackson continues, “Churches many times, may lack 

http://www.flumc2.org/site/link/CBHKFEHBIBOGFGPGGIHGJKHJJKPCIGEJJOFMHHLAJJMDNMIACMPNFCFKIB
http://www.flumc2.org/site/link/CBHLENHGIBOGFGPGGIHGJKHJJKPCIGEJJOFMHHLAJJMDNMIACMPNFCFNIE
http://www.flumc2.org/site/link/CBHLELHJIBOGFGPGGIHGJKHJJKPCIGEJJOFMHHLAJJMDNMIACMPNFCFNHL
mailto:max.pierre@flumc.org


written step by step procedures for the many systems that are required to keep the organization 

running smoothly and efficiently.  And if they are not written down, they don’t exist, and that can 

lead to problems.”  

Pastor Jorge Acevedo says, “The work that Chris Jackson does is invaluable to churches and other 

organizations.  He helps you carefully think through the systems and processes that are absolutely 

necessary for an organization to achieve its stated mission.  His help here at Grace Church has 

been essential!”  Please contact Chris at cjackson@t3businesssystems.com or call (239) 471-4001 

to schedule your appointment. 
  

Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
Jan 9 – Year End Stat available to Local Churches 
Jan 16 – Conference and District Offices Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Jan 26 - dCOM Meeting (Recertification of Candidates), Location: First UMC-Punta Gorda 
Jan 28 – SW District Leadership Training, Location: Grace-Cape Coral 
Feb 10 – Year End Stats Deadline 
Feb 20 – Conference and District Offices Closed for Presidents Day 
Feb 21 – Clergy Team Meeting. Location: TBD 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 

mailto:cjackson@t3businesssystems.com
http://www.flumc.org/

